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The second annual Spring Plant
Sale was another great success for
Friends of Mandell Park. A big thanks
goes to Karen Anne Vinson who
organized the raffle and plant
donations, and to all the volunteers,
including Boy Scout Troop #354, who
contributed so much time and energy
to the sale.

Our plant donors were numerous
and generous, and we greatly appreciate
all their support. Please take note of the
complete listing found on the back page.
Concessions are always a big hit — and
we thank PICNIC for the delicious

assortment of cookies, El Pueblito for the
muy delicioso breakfast tacos, and Fiesta
for bottled water and donuts!

Close to $5000 was raised during
the four-hour event, and we hope to
double this figure next year. Mark your
calendar now for next year’s plant sale:
Saturday, April 4, 2009. Check our
website often for updates:
www.friendsofmandellpark.org.

Interested in volunteering? Please
join us at our kick-off party on
Thursday, September 11, 2008; email
fomandellpark@.org to receive more
information.

ANNUAL APPEAL
The Annual Appeal is in progress

with proceeds from it and the plant
sale focused on obtaining construc-
tion drawings for the Master Plan.
Your donations are greatly appreci-
ated, either through our website or the
enclosed envelope.

Plant Sale Reaps Success
Special thanks
to Karen Anne
Vinson, this year’s
coordinator. She
has volunteered to
run it next year!



On a beautiful Sunday afternoon in
April, Mandell Park was filled with
extraordinary chamber music. Rice
University Shepherd School of Music
graduate students Ethan F. Greene and
Garrett Schumann, developed and
coordinated the concert made possible
by a generous grant from The Sviatoslav
Richter Fund for Music Outreach.

The program consisted of ten
pieces, showcasing the talented Rice
musicians.

A horn solo,“Ovation,” by
Kenneth D. Stewart and performed
by Danielle Kuhlman, was followed
by two melodic duets for Bassoon
and Violin by Elliot Cole, “Serenade”
and Lullaby” with Tema Watstein on
violin and Miles Manor on bassoon.

An unexpected
twist on traditional
chamber music
followed with Dan
Sedgwick’s electronic
“Wizoling.” Sound
from multiple speakers
artfully placed caused
many in the audience
to think the bird calls
in the music were
actually coming from
birds in the park’s trees!

Garrett composed two pieces,
“Tribute” for a string quartet and
“Gestures” for flute performed by
Henrik Heide. The ensemble piece
called “Insulation: Prelude” by Katelyn
Halpern and set to “Tumbling”, for

voice and instruments by Elliot Cole,
included three dancers, eight singers,
a bass and drums.

Mandell Park provided the perfect
setting for “Birds” composed by Daniel
Zajicek. The ensemble of Karl Blench,
Gail O’Brien and Michael Craig
walked across the open field toward
the intersection of Richmond and
Mandell, improvising music inspired
by the birds on the power lines and
the sounds of traffic passing by.

Angelique Poteat performed her
own spell-binding composition
“Melisma” on the bass clarinet which
kept the audience entranced by the
low register sounds. At the other end
of the spectrum was “Hibakusha” by
Aaron Alon and performed by flutist,
Catherine Branch. The program
concluded with a string quartet work
“Roll” by Ethan F. Greene.

The weather was idyllic, Meredith
Gardens was in full bloom and the
audience was enthusiast and most
appreciative. Much to the surprise and
enjoyment of all, several little girls
dressed in fairy costumes became a
spontaneous part of the performance
as they danced to the music.

We hope this is the first of many
public concerts in the park.

— Skip and Jonni Almoney

“Around Hear” debuts
in Mandell Park

Ethan Greene and Garrett Schumann introduce Around
Hear Music to the appreciative crowd.



Change of the Guard at Meredith Gardens

For nearly 14 years gardener extra-
ordinaire Janet Neath has organized
the Meredith Gardens volunteers.

“It’s time to pass the spade!” she
quipped recently.

Rebecca Novak heard her plea
and decided this would be a great
time to give back to the garden and
gardeners that have meant so much
to her over the years.

“It’s an exciting time for the
garden. We have over 25 volunteers
and neighbors on our list right now.
Volunteers meet regularly on
Wednesday and Saturday mornings
for group workdays,” said Rebecca.

“New gardeners are welcome to join
us. We will match you with an experi-
enced gardener so that you can learn
about organic gardening methods.”

“The garden is an ecosystem of
vegetable beds, flowers and plants to
attract butterflies and bees, and fruit
trees — so there is something there
for everyone,” explained an enthusi-
astic Rebecca.

In addition to Rebecca’s work in
public health research administration
and artistic endeavors as a sculptor,
she gives about 10 hours a week to
Meredith Gardens.

Gardeners are busy maintaining

the summer beds, including basil,
beans, cucumbers, and eggplants, and
soon they will prepare for planting all
the greens that will be harvested
throughout the fall and winter.

We invite you all to join Janet and
Rebecca and the score of volunteers
in Meredith Gardens soon.

DID YOU KNOW
JULY and AUGUST

are great months to plant basil, beans and black-eyed peas?
Stop by Meredith Gardens to experience these summer offerings.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:
Plant Sale Kick-off Party

Thursday, September 11, 2008

Annual Spring Plant Sale
Saturday, April 4, 2009

Friends of
Mandell Park
Newsletter
Lynn Kelly, Editor
Jen Cooper, Designer

COMMENTS
Use the address below or,
for the quickest response,
contact us via email at
fomandellpark@aol.com.

Friends of Mandell Park
PO Box 66551
Houston, TX 77266-0551
713-524-2485

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE
www.friendsofmandellpark.org

New Meredith Gardens Volunteer
Coordinator, Rebecca Novak.

Janet Neath will continue to garden and
serve on the Friends of Mandell Park board.

A SPECIAL THANK YOU
The Friends of Mandell Park give

a very special THANK YOU to both
Janet Neath and Michael (Mack)
Fowler for services rendered to
Mandell Park. Thanks to Janet for her
tireless efforts over the last 14 years as
Meredith Gardens coordinator. Under
her guidance Meredith Gardens has
become one of Houston’s premier
urban gardens. Thanks to Mack for
his support and ideas as a member of
our Board of Directors since our
inception. Mack is moving to our
Advisory Board.



PO Box 66551
Houston, Texas 77266-0551

The Board of Directors would like to thank
the following for their contributions to our
efforts. Every donation helps us as we strive
to achieve our vision. Corporate contribu-
tors are listed in bold. Please remember
these businesses when you are looking for
products or services. The following
donations were received between August 1,
2007 and June 15, 2008. Donations with
asterisks (*) include in-kind items given for
the Spring Plant Sale in March 2008.
Donations marked with ** are corrections
to incorrect placement in the last newsletter.

$3000 or more in cash or in-kind
Urban Gardens*

$1500 – $2999 in cash or in-kind
River Oaks Garden Club

$500 – $1499 in cash or in-kind
A.J.’s Landscaping*
Sharon Engelstein*/Aaron Parazette
Marianne and Rob Jones*
Luminous Ground Design Build*
TreeSource Wholesale Nursery*
Karen & John Vinson*

SUSTAINER LEVEL
$250 – $499 in cash or in-kind
David & Deborah Bires

Brownchild Ltd, Inc.
Donna Kay & Michael Farr
Susy Fischer
Moss Landscaping*
NovAgro*
Robert Richter**
Robert Richter
Thompson & Hanson*
Camille & Kevin Wagner
Lettalou Whittington

SPONSOR LEVEL
$100 – $249 in cash or in-kind
Nancy & Richard Allen
Azakura/Robinson, Inc*
Judy Boyce
Ann Bragdon/Karim Alkadhi
Tonia & Bobby Clark**
Meredith & Fielding Cocke
Davy Tree Service*
Day Landscape Design*
Janie & Dick DeGuerin
Mack & CeCe Fowler
W.P. Hobby
Ron & Ia Ingebritson
Wendy Kelsey
Peter & Tana* Key
Carol McDavid and Herman Kluge
Greg Leroy
Menil Foundation, Inc. Properties
Kenneth & Sandra Moffet

Paula Murphy
Native American Seed*
Liza & Dennis Petito
Richard Ruckel
San Jacinto Environmental

Supplies*
Skintopia*
Leigh & Reggie Smith
T’afia*
Wil & Karen Ueker
Herman & Carol Vacca
Lawrence & Loretta Williams
Lawrence & Loretta Williams**
Pinar Yilmaz

CONTRIBUTOR LEVEL
$50 – $99 in cash or in-kind
Caroline Callery
Parmita and Winston Derden
El Pueblito*
Billy & Jeanene Hanna
Diana Poteat Hobby
William Kelly
Paul Lester*
Claire Lober*
Peggy Martin, Inc
Movies – The Store*
Origami Lady Jewelry*
David Orr*
Mary Anne Piacentini & Drexel Turner
Charles Remsen/Dace Reinholds
River Oaks Landmark Theatre*
Earl Shelp, Ph.D.
Skinner’s Nurseries*
Bong Sterling

John Woods*

FRIEND LEVEL
Up to $49 in cash or in-kind
Glenda & Hugh Barrett
Bissonnet/Southampton Veterinary

Clinic
Epicure Bakery*
Cheryl McKellar*
Suzanne Siebenthaler
Keijiro Suzuki
Charles Tapley

ADDITIONAL IN-KIND
CONTRIBUTIONS
Jonni Almoney*
El Pueblito*
Fiesta Mart (Dunlavy)*
Green Mountain Coffee
Houston Landscaping*
Claire Lober*
Menil Foundation, Inc. Properties
John & Lynn Old
Bill & Jo Ann Owens*
Path of Tea*
Picnic*
Hazel Potvin*
RCW Nurseries*
Ruckel*Dillon*Wright Landscaping

Friends of Mandell Park is a 501 (c) (3)
corporation, and contributions to it are
tax deductible to the extent allowed by
Federal Law.

CONTRIBUTORS


